Hersham Residents Association

HRA active positive and non-political since 1971



Reference Number: CP549 
Email: tplan@elmbridge.gov.uk; 
 rightsofway@surreycc.gov.uk;

Dear Planning Team
HRA response to alterations to the access and gatehouse buildings, and access at Burhill Golf Club – EBC Planning Reference Number: CP549
Hersham Residents Association (the HRA) have no particular objection to the proposed alternation to the gate houses – but were very surprised to learn that this application was not linked to the proposed (and now I understand implemented) new arrangements for traffic flow from the club down Turners Lane.  

We strongly object to the new one way system whereby all traffic from the club is directed down a lane which is unsuitable for the purpose.  The intensification of traffic on Turners Lane could create both road safety and congestion issues at the Burwood Road end – and will conflict with its continued use as a well established and safe route for family walks, cyclists, horse riders and dog walkers.  It will also be likely to spoil the currently rural character of Turner Lane which makes it such an important amenity for local people. 
In 2013 the HRA commented on work carried out by Burhill Estates to create a footpath down Turners Lane on the Golf Club side of the lane, and the associated felling of several substantial mature oak trees.  We clearly made the point that further incremental changes could fundamentally change the nature of Turners Lane and stated that we hoped the community will have a proper chance ‘to express an opinion before there are any more irreversible changes in this part of Hersham.’

It seems that no such opportunity has been provided which is very disappointing.  In view of this we suggest that the current planning application and any other pending changes at the club be considered holistically and put on hold until the public has been properly consulted. We suggest that Burhill should be required to prepare a proper impact report on Turners Lane as part of the planning process which takes into account their longer term business objectives.

It seems to our committee that Burhill Estates plan to treat Turners Lane as a convenient exit route for their business rather than as a public amenity and newly confirmed right of way.  This is a genuine cause for concern to local residents who have used and enjoyed Turners Lane as a rural enclave for generations.
As a related general comment, the HRA is keen to see existing or historic footpaths secured for future public use where possible rather than them becoming restricted and then eventually appropriated and recognised as private routes which can no longer enjoyed by the general public.  In this respect we also object to the gates placed at the top end of Turners lane restricting any access to historically established footpaths from Turners Lane in the direction of the golf club.  
Burhill Estates seem to be restricting access to countryside where Hersham residents used to be able to walk, whilst at the same time damaging an area where the public still do have access (Turners Lane). We would be keen to discuss this matter further and look at any amended arrangements or alternative compromise proposals.  We suggest this should include a holistic consideration of Turners Lane, and a linked discussion with Burhill, Elmbridge and Surrey County about wider access to the countryside issues.
David Lock 
david.lock30@gmail.com 
(Chair - on behalf of the HRA)
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Discussed and agreed at an HRA committee on 15/9/16

