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Appeal Reference Number: APP/K3605//W/17/3172429
CC to: Email: tplan@elmbridge.gov.uk and Hersham Councillors
Dear Mr Salter

Hersham Residents Association (HRA) response to Drake Park Planning Appeal 
Re: 1,024 new residential units and associated amenities 

Hersham Residents Association (the HRA) is a non-political organisation whose aims are to promote the interests of Hersham and its residents. 

Whilst this development is outside Hersham, the HRA committee agreed that it should respond and object, this follows previous letters of objection in August and then November 2016.  Our primary concerns remain that it would represent a serious incursion of the green belt, and that a development of this size would have a substantial negative effect on traffic and associated pollution in the surrounding area, including Hersham.  The proposals are incompatible with the current and proposed future version of the local plan.

These reasons for our objection are explained in more detail below.

Green belt incursion

The committee felt that building on this land would represent a massive intrusion into an important area of green belt land which helps to separate Walton-on-Thames and Molesey.

To allow this application would also mean that, without a better regional policy to encourage development in other areas, all green belt land belt land in and around Elmbridge would be vulnerable to development.

Transportation volume and capacity

The committee’s other main concern about the application was the likely huge increase in traffic of all types not just during construction, but also crucially once the development has been built. We suggest that the impact on all roads in the area including those in Hersham would be substantial in terms of congestion and pollution. 

It was agreed that Surrey County Council’s traffic assessment grossly underestimated vehicle movements and overestimated the likely cycling and walking activity. It was noted that the developers would subsidise a bus route, but the committee was concerned that this subsidy was only for a year after which there was no guarantee the service would continue.

In considering this application, it is important to appreciate the wider picture that Greater London and surrounding districts, including Elmbridge, are already suffering from over-development and the transport infrastructure, especially roads and railways, are hardly able to meet existing demands.

Local plan consultation and related issues

We understand that having an updated local plan in place will help the council reject strategically undesirable building development projects and individual planning applications which would create coalescence of built up areas and hence urban sprawl; this would include the area subject to the current appeal.  

We feel that the ongoing review of the local plan should be determined before this appeal is considered further, however this appeal must not be allowed to water down the content of the existing local plan with reference to the status of the green belt in the Drake Park area.

Floodplain and drainage
It is also suggested that this land is unsuitable for development because it is on a floodplain with a high water table level, and problems will likely arise when the river level is high.  As a related point, it would be difficult to provide sufficient capacity to drain surface water.   

A Sturgis 
- on behalf of the HRA
web: Hersham Residents Association 
email: info@hershamresidents.info 

CC to: - Hersham EBC Councillors, John O’Reilly Surrey Council Councillor for Hersham, Walton Society and Molesey Residents Association. 
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22nd June 2017








Discussed and agreed at an HRA committee on 15/06/17


