Surrey Herald October 2013 Item on Hersham Station 
A railway station gives a first impression about a place for people who arrive there by train, and for those of us who commute it’s a place we see twice a day. That’s why the recent repainting work at Hersham Station was really good news, that is, apart from the gable end surface on the Walton platform which seems to have been missed and still looks a little tatty.

I think one of the important roles of the Hersham Residents Association (the HRA) is to point out and comment on things like this; and to try and follow them to a conclusion through discussion with the local councillors, or other organisations such as Railtrack in the case of Hersham Station and that repainting work which needs finishing off.
Sometimes it’s small things like this that really affect our impression of a place almost without us realising it.  For example the flowers arranged by Hersham in Bloom in the village centre, whether the clocks provided for the public actually work, whether roadside trees are replaced, pot holes filled in and whether the village has any occasional community events.
The HRA also tries to affect some of the more fundamental issues in Hersham which might need future planning and significant investment.  Back to the theme of Hersham station, our committee has recently suggested we highlight the longer term improvements we would like to see.  Our station is unmanned and only has a part time ticket office, and perhaps as a result seems to be surprising poorly equipped given the numbers of people who use it.  In particular there are no toilets, waiting room, nor any food or drink vending machines. 
These are things which we would like to see improved at Hersham Station.  However in the meantime we will follow up the issue of the missing paintwork because, as I mentioned earlier, sometimes it’s the small things that can make a big difference.  If you would like to contribute to Hersham Residents Association why not become a member; take a look at our website and blog for further details, and whilst you are there why not join our steadily growing twitter feed!
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