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info@hershamresidents.info
20 May 2013

Dear Sir / Madam 
Re: Options consultation: Settlement Investment and Development (ID) Plans http://consult.elmbridge.gov.uk/consult.ti/Draft_ID_Plans/consultationHome Hersham Residents Association views on the Elmbridge Council Borough Council’s Consultation linked to updating the local plan (deadline 20 May) 
At the AGM of Hersham Residents Association (HRA) last Thursday there was some discussion about the above plan in relation to Hersham.  
The consultation 

Although the HRA has circulated information about the associated road-shows which were highlighted to us by some of Hersham’s councillors, arguably the consultation at that stage didn’t really capture the public’s attention.

I know there has been some media coverage of the more recent detailed ‘potential development sites’, however my impression based on feedback from HRA members, is that very few members of the public had managed to find the ‘options consultation’ on the EBC website.  As a linked issue I think the timescale was a bit short (8th May – 20th May) to get wider engagement on the ‘options consultation’.

Nevertheless it was felt at the AGM that this was an important consultation which the HRA should respond to, as this could be an important step towards updating the local plan for Elmbridge.  The following is based on some initial feedback at the AGM and from our committee, but I hope you can keep us informed about further opportunities to make additional or more detailed comments.
Comments on the proposals 

In the interests of making this response make sense even to those who do not have the consultation in front of them (or have not seen the consultation as discussed above), I have briefly described each proposal before making a few HRA comments.
1. Riverdene Industrial Estate Molesey Road 

Riverdene is the industrial estate opposite Laithwaites Wine where Ian Allan printers and various vehicle coachwork and repair businesses are based. Currently this is identified in the local plan for industrial type usage. The consultation indicates that there could be potential to reclassify some of this land in the local plan for potential residential use along the Mole Road side – with the rest retained as ‘employment land’. Alternatives might be for the whole area to be identified for potential housing in the local plan - or to make no change to the current use classification. 

HRA Comment: If there were to be a change in use we would, based on some of the discussion at our AGM, suggest that retaining some ‘employment land’ would be favourable to having it all redeveloped as housing. A point was made at the AGM that once such employment land is ‘lost’ to housing it may be difficult to provide elsewhere.  The HRA recognise the importance of local employment to the continued longer term wellbeing of the community.

2. Rydens Enterprise School Hersham Road.
The consultation sets out various ideas for the developing Rydens Enterprise School. These include different options for positioning a new-build school and potential housing areas associated with the scheme. 

HRA Comment: We haven’t at this point developed any views about the positioning of any potential new school or areas allocated for housing, although in general terms I think residents would welcome any increase in the amount of green space which can be seen from Hersham Road.  

The HRA accept the inevitable need to expand the school to provide sufficient school places, but would emphasise the need to accompany this with the right associated infrastructure which will be needed in Hersham village, and the need to keep the community involved from this point of view. 
We think the community should also be involved and engaged in discussions about the school’s facilities with a view to some of these being designed with some shared community use in mind.  The HRA would wish to be involved in any discussions.

3. Burhill Golf Club Burwood Road – Allocation for Leisure Development
Although this development of land adjoining the existing club buildings for leisure use wouldn’t be a 'major development', it would mean using some land designated as green belt. 

HRA Comment: I think the feeling at the AGM was that this probably would be acceptable, although it was suggested that any such development should be balanced in some way by a wider public benefit to compensate for a piece of greenbelt being lost. 
This would need some further discussion, but at the AGM it was suggested that the compensating balance in this case might be some obligation to open up (or re-open) some public footpath access routes in this area (where danger from golf balls can be avoided of course.)
4. Hersham Day Centre and Village Hall
In the consultation there is a suggestion that perhaps the current buildings on this site don’t make effective use of the land, and there could be potential for some housing accompanied by the development of improved community facilities.

HRA Comment:  The consultation doesn’t include any preferred options on this one and I am not sure that the HRA is currently at a stage to make any preference either without more discussion. However, initial feedback indicates that there would be some common ground on the point that the current hall is not altogether 'user friendly' and is rather tucked away almost hidden out of sight.

We might suggest therefore that (hypothetically) if there were to be any development here, it must be carefully thought through and agreed with the community so that the facilities are improved and set out better. Regarding the layout of the site, if the hall was orientated so it opened out onto the Green, it might create a clearer perception that it is an important community facility which is an integral part of the village. 
I hope there points are useful, if you would like to discuss these matters further please reply by email; and we can explore and develop our position on particular issues further at our next committee meeting at the end of June.

Yours sincerely 

David Lock 
(Chair of the HRA)
 (by email)
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